
2016
ANNUAL REPORT

THE FERNIE & 
DISTRICT HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY



FROM OUR
PATRON
What a great year 2016 was for our partnership with the Museum! We were so 
delighted to support the Boogie Woogie Blitz Ball which was a great party and an 
outstanding way to remember that Fernie’s history included the wars that shaped 
the Twentieth Century. The war theme was further enhanced by the learning we 
did at the excellent informative Lunch and Learn Sessions. Most importantly we 
are incredibly pleased that our partnership is helping the museum to educate 
people of all ages about Fernie’s history, heritage and culture, as well as, 
proactively work towards the preservation of our archival materials and many 
historic public, commercial and residential buildings. We all need to remember 
that we are the sum total of our past: if we do not know our history and preserve 
our heritage and culture we will not know who we are and how to tackle the 
future. 

Join us in partnering with the Museum to ensure that this valuable work 
continues!

Gordon Sombrowski, for the I.G.S. Group
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Gordon Sombrowski
Patron, Chair of the Museum Gala



PRESIDENT’S
REPORT
Welcome to the 2017 Annual General Meeting of the Fernie & District Historical 
Society.  

I had reflected in 2015 on a “year of heightened activity for the Society”.  I look 
now on 2016 as a year in which the museum “set the standard in excellence for 
programs, exhibits, events and museum affairs”.

The Museum’s main floor exhibit, This Is Our Fernie, continues to impress locals 
and visitors from around the world.  Our overall attendance increased by 33% in 
2015, demonstrating the appeal of the Museum’s new direction.  Society 
memberships rose from 47 in 2014 to 117 in 2015 to 161 in 2016.  97 volunteers 
contributed 2,709 hours in 2016. Cash donations to the museum grew from from 
$25, 396 in 2015 to $37,043.45 , a result in part of the leadership gifts from our 
Patron, Gordon Sombrowski and his family, along with Rizzuto Construction, 
Scotiabank Fernie and Teck Resources.  In-kind donations to the museum totaled 
$28,562.  

In the second floor gallery, the year started with an international exhibit, “Peace 
Park Perspectives”, a show by Washington photographer Norman E. Riley. This 
photography exhibition by Norman E. Riley explored the spectacular scenery of 
the International Peace Park from a number of vantage points. This was followed 
by the Currents:  An Artistic Exploration of the Elk River exhibit for the summer, a 
multi-disciplinary art exhibition which explored how this precious resource shapes 
and defines our region and featured the work of 16 local artists.  

The Hosmer:  Boom, Bust and War exhibit opened in October  and traced the 
history of Hosmer from its establishment in 1906 as a CPR mining town to its near 
demise following the closure of the mine in 1914 to its life as a hamlet today.  This 
exhibit will move permanently to the Hosmer Community Hall in 2017.  

The highly successful Rise and Fall of Emilio Picariello exhibit continues to 
circulate, showing in 2016 at the Crowsnest Museum.  In 2017, it will travel to 
Calgary and Lethbridge before it makes its way to Fort Saskatchewan in 2018.  

With each of these exhibits, our staff developed highly successful programs in 
partnership with local artists, historians and community organizations.  These 
programs provided visitors with such first hand educational experiences as trying 
large format photography at Island Lake Lodge, learning plein air painting 
techniques next to the Elk River, and exploring the ruins at Hosmer,.  In 2016, the 
Museum also successfully piloted a monthly Lunch and Learn series.  We want to 
thank Lori Bradish, our museum programmer for the past 5 years, for her 
dedication to the Museum and for playing an instrumental role in establishing the 
Museum’s community programming and events. Lori has handed the 
programming reins to Erin Teeple, who we welcome to the Museum team.  

In 2016, the Museum opened the Fernie Museum Community Archives Centre, a 
new facility which provides dedicated space for our archival collections.  Cory 
Dvorak has played an important role in consolidating and inventorying our archive 
collection in 2016 and for working on the Italian Community Memory Project. 

All this has been accomplished under the tireless leadership of our Director-
Curator, Ron Ulrich. Thank you Ron for your continued work on behalf of not only 
the Museum but its partners.  In 2016, you set a high standard for the museum in 
the community for businesses and community partnerships, particularly with your 
oversight of the Fernie Chautauqua and Fall Fair.

On a personal note, I witnessed a fast track to organizational maturity in 2016, as 
we realized the dreams and hopes of our members, Board of Directors and the 
community for the Museum.  To think that we have come this far, this quickly, has 
been very satisfying and rewarding to me.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to thank the membership for their 
continued support of the Fernie & District Historical Society and all of our 
endeavors.  I wish the Board of 2017/2018 every success in the coming year, and 
I look forward to continuing my support.  

Dave O’Haire
President
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OUR GUIDING 
STRATEGIC PRINCIPLES

• Build Community Support, engage and empower

• Build Place Foster a positive community 
identity and visitor experience

• Build Memory Preserve community memory        
Create authentic meaning

• Build Sustainability Create operational sustainability 
Govern with vision, transparency and 
accountability
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IN REVIEW 2016



2016 | BY THE NUMBERS
COMMUNITY IMPACT

Total visitation was 20,012, an increase of 
33% from 2015.

The Fernie Museum and Visitor Centre was 
enjoyed by 11,270 walk-in visitors in 2016.  

8,056 Fernie residents and visitors 
participated in community programming.

386 Fernie students participated in school 
programs.

$80,876 of supplies and services were 
purchased from local merchants and 
contractors.

$37,043 in community donations, an increase 
of 45%.

161 Society members, an increase of 37%.
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STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMMING
ADULT PROGRAMS | COMMUNITY EVENTS

In 2016, the Museum offered a range of 
programs that appealed to a diverse 
audience, in partnership with community 
organizations.  A sampling of these 
programs include:
• Plein Air Elk River Painting Workshop 

with Pamm Ciupa.  
• Lunch and Learn series on the fate of 

Hosmer in partnership with the Fernie 
Seniors Centre.

• Exploring the Ruins Bus Tour with guide 
Fred Lightfoot, with an excursion to the 
Bellevue Underground Mine to learn the 
fate of Hosmer hero, Fred Alderson.

• A Hosmer Christmas, celebrating the 
ethnic Christmas traditions of this early 
town.  
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Exploring the Ruins Bus Tour with Fred Lightfoot in the remains of the Hosmer Mine power house.



STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING PLACE
2016 CHAUTAUQUA AND 
FALL FAIR 

In 2015, the Museum resurrected the 
Chautauqua, a cultural festival held in Fernie 
between 1917 and 1935, as an event 
celebrating local arts and heritage.  

In 2016, the Fernie Museum, Wildsight, The 
Fernie Arts Station, the Fernie Refugee 
Committee, Grow Children's’ Boutique and 
Tourism Fernie jointly expanded Chautauqua to 
a four-day community festival which included a 
community supper, the Kootenay Hootenanny 
country street dance, Chautauqua Main Stage, 
an art walk, Ktunaxa cultural demonstrations, a 
fall fair and tours of heritage buildings .  

Over 7,300 visitors participated in the four day 
festival and organizers are looking forward to 
establishing the Fernie Chautauqua and Fall 
Fair as an annual shoulder season anchor 
event.
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The Round Dance with the Ktunaxa Youth Dancers on the lawn of City Hall, Chautauqua 2016



STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING PLACE

HISTORIC WALKING TOURS

In 2016, the Museum presented two themed 
historic walking tours of Fernie in July and 
August and as part of the Doors Open event 
during the Chautauqua and Fall Fair.

The Great Fire explored the causes of the 1908 
Great Fire, the devastating effects it had on the 
community of Fernie and the efforts to rebuild 
the community stronger than ever between 
1908 and 1912.  

Rum Running and Whiskey Six highlighted the 
Roaring 20's and the illicit rum running business 
in Fernie.  The tour followed three rum running 
king pins – Emilio Picariello, Jack Wilson and 
Mark Rogers.  

We thank the Fernie Chamber of Commerce for 
their support of this program. 
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Terri Tombosso, volunteer guide, with a tour in September 2016.  Twelve walking tours were 
offered in 2015.



STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING MEMORY

HOSMER:  
BOOM, BUST AND WAR
RESEARCH | EXHIBITION

The exhibit highlighted the history of 
Hosmer from its inception in 1906 to its 
near demise following the closure of the 
Hosmer mine in 1914 to its life as a 
hamlet today. The exhibit also examined 
the many aspects common to the early 
boom-and-bust mining communities of the 
Elk Valley.

Building on research completed by Fred 
Lightfoot in the 1980s, the Museum was 
able to delve deeper into the social and 
ccommercial history of this short-lived 
community, painting a more holistic 
understanding of Hosmer in its heyday.
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STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING MEMORY

THE RISE AND FALL OF 
EMILIO PICARIELLO
RESEARCH | EXHIBITION | PUBLICATION

In 2014, the Museum launched a social history 
research project on Prohibition in Fernie with an 
emphasis on one of Fernie’s notorious 
businessmen and bootleggers, Emilio Picariello.  

The research resulted in an exhibition, The Rise 
and Fall of Emilio Picariello by guest curator 
Adriana Davies.  The exhibit was hosted in 
2016 by the Crowsnest Museum to help launch 
a capital campaign to restore the APP Barracks, 
where Constable Lawson was shot. The exhibit 
is schedule into two venues in 2017.  

The Fernie Museum, in partnership with 
Oolichan Books, published The Rise and Fall of 
Emilio Picariello by Dr. Davies which expands 
on the information presented in the exhibit.
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The exhibit as installed at the Crowsnest Museum, author Adriana Davies signing copies of the book at 
the Crowsnest Museum on May 18, 2016 and the cover of the book as published by Oolichan Books.



STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING MEMORY

FERNIE COMMUNITY 
MEMORY PROJECT
RESEARCH

Following research for the Morrissey and 
Picariello exhibits, museum staff and external 
researchers realized the tremendous gaps in 
our documentation and knowledge of Fernie’s 
early history. Many of the stories and traditions 
of  people who lived in Fernie from its earlies 
days to the 1960s are in jeopardy of being lost if 
we do not capture the personal experiences of 
our community’s elders within the next decade.

In 2016, the Fernie Museum continued its 
research into Fernie’s Italian community and 
received funding from the Virtual Museum of 
Canada to create a Community Memory 
website about Fernie’s pioneer Italian 
community (1887 to 1921).
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Oral History Research 101 Workshop on August 3, 2016 with Adriana Davies, lead researcher on the 
Italian Community Memory Project.



STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING MEMORY

FERNIE COMMUNITY 
ARCHIVES CENTRE
RESEARCH | COLLECTIONS

Following research for the Morrissey and 
Picariello exhibits, museum staff and external 
researchers realized the tremendous gaps in 
our documentation and knowledge of Fernie’s 
early history. Many of the stories and traditions 
of  people who lived in Fernie from its earlies 
days to the 1960s are in jeopardy of being lost if 
we do not capture the personal experiences of 
our community’s elders within the next decade.

In 2016, the Fernie Museum continued its 
research into Fernie’s Italian community and 
received funding from the Virtual Museum of 
Canada to create a Community Memory 
website about Fernie’s pioneer Italian 
community (1887 to 1921).
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Archives 101 – Standards of Archival Practice Workshop with Linda Wills, September 28 – 30,. 2016



STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING SUSTAINABILITY

ANNUAL FALL 
FUNDRAISING EVENT 
BOOGIE WOOGIE BLIZT BALL 

Held on October 29 from 7:00 pm to 1:00 am, 
the Fernie Museum held its second annual 
heritage-themed fundraising event with an 
early1940s theme. 128 party-goers made 
their way to the local bomb shelter where a 
party was in full swing complete with a 
fabulous meal by Park Place Lodge reflecting 
the period.  Entertainment included Company 
Jump, an Andrew Sisters tribute act, and an 
eight-piece Big Band, the Johnny Summers 
Little Big Band.

The event was sponsored by the Park Place 
Lodge.  Ticket sales were matched by the 
Fernie Scotiabank, allowing the museum to 
raise $11,500 (net) for museum operations 
and programs.
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STRATEGIES IN ACTION

BUILDING SUSTAINABILITY

BOARD GOVERNANCE
POLICY DEVELOPMENT | MEMBERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT | STRATEGIC PLANNING

The Board developed and implemented a 
governance structure that supports community 
engagement and policy development.  The 
Board developed governance policies; these 
were adopted in April 2016.

The Society’s membership also grew from 47 in 
2014 to 117 in 2015.  Much of this growth came 
from membership sales related to museum 
programming and events.

A new strategic plan was adopted by the Board 
and Museum staff for 2016-2020, outlined on 
page 19 and 20, with an emphasis on 
collections, greater utilization of technology, 
visitor and community engagement, program 
partnerships and diversifying our funding base.  
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L to R:  Dave O’Haire, Rod Geddis, Natalie Fisher, Ron Ulrich, Lynn Loken, Annie McFarlane, 
Laura Nelson, Terri Tombosso, Pierre Alleyn, Allan Phillips, Sylvia Ayers



2016 
GALA SPONSORS 
The Fernie & District Historical Society would like to extend thanks to the many businesses and 
individuals who contributed to making the Boogie Woogie Blitz Ball a resounding success. We 
extend a special thank the management and staff of Park Place Lodge and Scotiabank for their 
ongoing support of this annual event without which this event would not be possible. The event 
raised over $11,500 (net) in support of the Fernie Museum.
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CORPORATE
Sombrowski Family
Park Place Lodge
Scotiabank, Fernie
Resorts of the Canadian 
Rockies
Rockies Law

LIVE AUCTION
Island Lake Lodge
Angela Morgan
Laura Nelson
The Calgary Opera, Hotel Arts, 
Adriana Davies, Oolichan
Books.

SILENT AUCTION
Prestige Resorts – Cranbrook, Fort Steele Heritage Town, Cranbrook History Centre, St. 
Eugene Restort and Casino, Fernie Wilderness Adventures, Canyon Raft Company,Kevin
Allan, Heritage Park, Glenbow Museum, Fort Calgary, Good Grub Catering, Grande 
Formage, Save-On-Foods, Stephanie Rogers Glass and Art Studio, the Fernie & District 
Historical Society Board of Directors, Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame, River City Woodworks, 
Fernie Golf and Country Club, Fernie Ghostriders Hockey Team, Mark Tewksbury, Kevin 
Martin, Green Petal, Interior Envy, Urban Settler, Rooftop Roasters, Island Lake Lodge, 
Beanpod, Sarah Pike, Carol Cohen, Jim Nickerson, Ron Ulrich, Crumbs Cakery, Ralph Will, 
Frank Slide Interpretive Centre, Bellevue Underground Mine, Crowsnest Museum, Stephanie 
Hamilton, Canadian Tire – Fernie, Anne’s Independent Grocer, Rusty Brewer, Annie’s Dog 
Grooming, Johnny Summers, Kyle Hamilton, Brian Pollock, Kathy Stead, Pamm Ciupa, The 
Fernie Printing Company, Karen Tse and Graeme Nunn - Rockies Law, Spa 901, Sparrow for 
Hair.  

Thank to the Fernie Legion for use of their facility and a huge salute to all the awesome 
volunteers who assisted and to all those who purchased tickets and bought auction items.
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Museum Fundraiser - Cheers to Charity with Fernie Brewery Thank you presentation to Lori Bradish

Boogie Woogie Blitz BallViva Italia, Viva Fernie dinner



2016 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

SPONSORS

• Ann’s Independent Grocer
• CTV Television
• Fernie Free Press
• Fernie Brewing
• IGS Group
• Mow and Snow
• Park Place Lodge
• Rizutto Construction
• Save-On-Foods, Fernie
• Scotiabank, Fernie
• Starbucks, Fernie
• Teck Resources

PATRONAGE

The Society wishes to thank  
the Sombrowski Family for 
their leadership gift in 
support of museum 
operations and programs.

FUNDING PARTNERS

• Government of Canada | Canadian Heritage
• Province of BC | BC Arts Council, BC Lotteries Fund, 

RMI, WorkBC
• City of Fernie
• Columbia Basin Trust | CKCA
• Regional District of East Kootenay

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

• Programs: City of Fernie - Public Works and Leisure 
Services Departments, Fernie Arts Station,
Fernie Heritage Library, Fernie Seniors 
Centre, Grow Children’s Boutique, Island 
Lake Lodge, Wildsight – Elk Valley

• Tourism:  Fernie Chamber of Commerce,
Tourism Fernie, Destination BC

• Culture:  Fernie Arts Station, Fernie Heritage 
Library, Crowsnest Museum, Oolichan
Books

The Fernie & District Historical Society would like to extend thanks to our many 
funding partners, sponsors, community partners and volunteers, without whom the 
operation of the Fernie Museum would not be possible.

VOLUNTEERS

The Board wishes to thank 
all those who have 
volunteered on the Board 
and have assisted with 
events and exhibits in 2016.  
103 volunteers contributed 
2,451 hours in 2016.

GUEST CURATORS

The Board wishes to thank 
Norman E. Riley, Lee-Anne 
Walker and Fred Lightfoot 
who volunteered their 
assistance with this year’s 
exhibitions.  We also thank 
Adriana Davies for her work 
with the Italian Community 
Memory Project.
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STRATEGIC 
DIRECTION

2016 
2020



STRATEGIC
VISION AND DIRECTION

BUILD COMMUNITY
Bring together cultural, artistic and heritage 
organizations to formulate a cohesive master plan to 
promote the community as a cultural centre. 

Develop and deliver diversified programs in 
partnership with other organizations to target 
audiences based on age, interest, demographics.

Create greater awareness of the role of the museum 
within the Elk Valley region by making presentations 
to schools, community organizations, and 
businesses.
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BUILD PLACE
Create programming experiences based on culturally 
significant themes/places that build connections, 
understanding, knowledge, and respect for place. 

Create memorable experiences and increase 
visitation by integrating technologies relevant to our 
target audiences.

Grow our physical capacity by nurturing shared 
space opportunities. 

In 2020, the Fernie Museum will be connecting people in the community with each 
other and the history of this place through modern, innovative and culturally 
significant experiences which help generate a sustainable operating funding 
model.



STRATEGIC
VISION AND DIRECTION

BUILD MEMORY
Within the museum’s resources, adopt and 
implement accepted standards and best practices 
for collections management and conservation.

Catalogue the archival collection and assess the 
current object collection.

Develop and implement a community records and 
memory collection and preservation strategy. 
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BUILD SUSTAINABILITY
Grow our earned revenue to 30% of the museum’s 
annual budget.

Build community support through membership and 
fund development. 

Create a marketing and communications strategy 
that promotes the museum to the community and 
within a regional cultural tourism strategy.



2017
INITIATIVES
EXHIBITS AND PROGRAMS

• I Am Fernie 
• Fernie Artography
• Fernie Treasures and Curiosities 

Canadian Youth Identity Project
• Summer walking tours, bus tours and 

cemetery tours

CHAUTAUQUA AND FALL FAIR 

The Museum is participating as one of 4 lead 
institutions to organize a four day arts and 
heritage festival.  The Museum will present 
Doors Open, car show, walking tours, and 
Chautauqua entertainment.  Partners include 
the Fernie Heritage Library, Fernie Art Station, 
Grow Children’s Boutique, Tourism Fernie and 
Wildsight.  

COLLECTIONS

The Museum will move its collection of 10,000 
+ objects from its current storage location to a 
new warehouse storage facility in 2017.  This 
will include the inventorying of the existing 
collection and identifying conservation needs.  

COMMUNITY MEMORY PROJECT

The Museum continues to work with Fernie’s 
Italian Community and will begin working with 
the Ukrainian, Polish, Slavic and Russian 
communities to document their tangible and 
intangible heritage.  
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2017
INITIATIVES
BUILDING UPGRADES

• Upgrade to 2nd floor gallery, including new 
lighting system and humidifier to ensure 
that the gallery meets accepted 
environmental standards for Canadian 
galleries.

• Upgrade to main floor exhibit, including 
new content for the touchscreens and case 
upgrades.

• New gift shop
• Replacement of sandstone foundation 

blocks

The City and the Museum have jointly 
submitted a grant to the CBT’s Built Heritage 
Program for additional restoration work, 
including a new roof and to complete the 
building restoration begun in 2010.

HERITAGE FERNIE

In 2016, the Fernie & District Historical 
Society made a conscious choice to separate 
work being undertaken around the 
community’s built heritage by creating a new 
program stream, Heritage Fernie. 

Through workshops, tours and awards, 
Heritage Fernie promotes the conservation of 
heritage buildings which promote our sense of 
place and identity and foster community and 
environmental sustainability.

In 2017, Heritage Fernie will be spearheading 
a new community committee to create a 
Heritage Commission and to begin 
development of the Fernie Heritage Registry 
in partnership with the City of Fernie.  
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